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Paper for

South Central Connexions Partnership Board

20 November 2006
Agenda Item 6.2

VOLUNTARY SECTOR GRANTS

1
Purpose

1.1
To seek approval for funding arrangements during 2007 - 2008 to voluntary and community sector (VCS) organisations.

2
Context
2.1
On 27 September 2006, a paper was presented to the Board seeking approval for VCS funding arrangements during 2007 – 2008.  The paper proposed to:

· allocate £300,000 of the Connexions budget to the VCS and
· focus small grants on projects that explicitly target young people not in education, employment or training (NEET).  

2.2
The Board agreed to allocate £300,000 to the VCS, subject to confirmation of the level of the Connexions grant in December.
2.3
The Board also agreed to the principle of focusing the funding on NEET projects, but asked that further feedback was gained from the voluntary sector about the distribution of the funds.  
2.4
Feedback from VCS partners has included these comments:
· The voluntary sector is well placed to contribute towards NEET targets and has had success when working in partnership with Connexions in Southampton
· The amount of money available will not have an impact on NEET figures if it is spread too thinly
· The money should not fund new projects or new members of staff as it is only available for 1 year: it would therefore be more effective to build on projects which are already established and have an effective track record.  
· Opportunities to apply for grants of £1000 should still be available to all VCS organisations, allocated by local Connexions Managers.
3
Proposals 
3.1
Funds will be split into two separate streams.  A pot of £250,000 will support the NEET stream described in 2.3 and 2.4 above, and £50,000 will fund £1000 grants at local level.
3.2 NEET Stream
The following approach is proposed: 

· Each local authority area will receive 70% of their pro-rata allocation from the £250,000 budget for distribution to projects working with NEET young people.

· The areas with the highest percentage of NEET young people at October 2006 will receive the remaining 30% of the funding.  These areas are Southampton, Portsmouth, Gosport, Havant, Rushmoor and Test Valley.

These proposals would result in the following allocations: 

	Area
	Total

	Hampshire

Basingstoke

East Hants

Eastleigh

Fareham

Gosport

Hart

Havant

New Forest

Rushmoor

Test Valley

Winchester
	10,340

10.340

10.340

10,340

22,840

10,340

22,840

10,340

22,840

22,840

10,340

	Isle of Wight
	15,760

	Portsmouth
	34,375

	Southampton
	36,125

	Total
	250,000


· The NEET Stream will be awarded through an invitation to tender process.  The timetable will be as follows:
	December 2007            
	Invitation to Tender developed with Voluntary Sector Partners and promoted to VCS

	January 2007

	Board confirm budget

	January – March 2007
	VCS respond to Invitation to Tender

	30 March 2007

	Application deadline

	April 2007
	Decisions made

	1 May 2007

	VCS organisations informed of outcome



3.3 £1000 Grant Stream

Each of the ten local areas will receive an equal proportion of the £50,000 budget.  VCS organisations will apply to the fund on a local basis and decisions will be made at local level, as in previous years.
4. Recommendations

The Board is asked to approve the proposals in Section 3 above. 

Pamela Charlwood 

Chief Executive
20 November 2006



Becky Davis


Development Adviser
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