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11th December 2006
Hampshire Teenage Pregnancy Partnership, Eastleigh Community Enterprise Centre, Unit 3, Barton Park, Eastleigh SO50 6RR, tel. 023 8061 4179/5723, fax. 023 8061 4191, email teenage.pregnancy@hants.gov.uk.
More changes in the HTTP office! 
The HTPP office welcomes Catherine Matthews as the new Info and Admin Officer (3 days per week).  Prior to joining us Catherine worked at The Bridge Education Centre (part of EOTAS) providing admin, finance and office support.
Lorna Digweed left us on 1st December as she has been successful in securing a full-time post working on an Arts project linked wit YOT.  Thank you Lorna for all your hard work and we wish you well.

Interviews are being held on 11th December to fill Lorna’s post of 2 days per week.
Congratulations…….

Congratulations to a group of young parents from Basingstoke who ran the second course in the county ‘Being a Young Parent’.  Like the event in Havant, the course was well attended and the evaluations extremely positive.
The group from Basingstoke also attended the Standing Conference on 13th November at the Rosebowl, West End, and facilitated two 1½ hour workshops.  The conference was a stakeholder event for the Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP) so it was fantastic to see young parents high on the agenda.

Special thanks to Linda Budkiewicz and Nicky Halliday (Youth Service) for their work with the group.

There have been various requests for copies of the DVD that was made by the young parents in conjunction with the Arts Council.  The DVD itself is not a stand alone resource and discussions are currently taking place as to how to develop the work across the county.
Congratulations to Havant Local Implementation Team (LIT) who were nominated for a NHS South Central Celebrating Success Award and won in the category of ‘working together’.  They demonstrated effective partnership working with a range of agencies across Havant and the award is a reflection of the hard work contributed by all partners to the teenage pregnancy agenda over the past few years.  

Congratulations to The Mid Hants LIT who were also winners at the NHS South Central Celebrating Success Awards in the ‘Innovation in Technology category for their ‘Get It On’ website.
Congratulations to Natalie Whitby-Lear who was nominated for Millennium Volunteer of the Year for youth action in the South East.  The ceremony will take place on 21st January 2007.  As well as all Natalie’s hard work as a volunteer she is a member of the young parent’s group in Basingstoke, a facilitator of the course and the young parent rep on Hampshire TPP Board.

Guidance from Government
A number of key documents have been published this autumn and links for each have been included.  Roger Street has produced briefings for some of the documents which are available on request by email from our office.

Teenage Pregnancy:  Accelerating the Strategy to 2010
1. This document was published 12th September 2006 and builds on Teenage Pregnancy Next Steps: Guidance for Local Authorities and Primary Care Trusts on Effective Delivery of Local Strategies, published in July 2006 and announced in Reaching Out: An Action Plan on Social Exclusion, published 11th September 2006. It makes clear how the government intends to reach its 2010 target of halving the Under 18 conception rate.  The full document can be found at http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/resources-and-practice/ig00156/. It is non-statutory guidance.


2. There are two main drives in this document:

a. Broaden the strategy and ensure links to other factors e.g. poverty, parenting, aspiration, emotional development, self-esteem, educational involvement and attainment, etc. are recognised and acted upon.

b. Deepen the strategy to focus on those areas where progress has been poor and on targeting groups, areas and services working with young people particularly at risk.


Another document covering further work on supporting young parents will be published later in 2006 / early in 2007

Briefings on TP: Accelerating the Strategy and Reaching Out:  An Action Plan on Social Exclusion are available from teenage.pregnancy@hants.gov.uk
SRE Training
The new 2007 training calendar is currently being compiled and it is hoped will be published early in January.  Courses will commence late January / early February through to November.  We have taken into account applications we currently have on waiting lists when arranging the training.

Due to structural changes within Hampshire in both Health and Children’s Services, we are proposing that the following should be taken into account when choosing which Tier 1 and Tier 2 course to attend:-

1) In line with Health and Children’s Services, we are targeting the training based on 3 cluster groupings.  These in turn are based on district council boundaries:


Area 1

Rushmoor, Hart, Basingstoke, East Hampshire (District Council)

Area 2

Havant, Gosport, Fareham


Area 3

New Forest, Eastleigh, Test Valley, Winchester

2) Tier 1 courses – whilst practitioners can apply for any Tier 1 course, it is suggested that a course aimed at your area will give you the opportunity to meet other practitioners and network.
3) Tier 2 courses – it is strongly advised that practitioners attend a course that will focus on local services in your local area of work.  To provide more opportunities throughout the year, courses held will ensure local services information is available for the whole cluster grouping, ie:

Area 1 – all courses held in either Rushmoor, Hart, Basingstoke or East Hampshire

    district council housing will have local info for ALL these areas

Area 2 – all courses held in either Havant, Gosport or Fareham will have local info

    for ALL these areas

Area 3 – all courses held in either New Forest, Eastleigh, Test Valley or Winchester


    Will have local info for ALL these areas
4) Modules will continue to be held at least twice throughout the year and these are not area specific.
May we take this opportunity to thank all partner agencies who are continuing to offer us free  venues for the training.
New course for 2007
A course for 2007 is planned around the use of the “Baby think it over models”.

These models are being used around the county and many of you have valuable  experience of working with young people using ‘baby think it over’.  If anyone  wishes to be involved in the planning of a course and producing best practice guidelines please contact Joy Matthews  (023 8061 5723)
College SRE Event

51 delegates attended the event on 31st October and a total of 15 Hampshire Colleges were represented, alongside training providers, Connexions, Health, Voluntary Organisations and staff from Children’s Services.  The purpose of the event was to support practitioners in their SRE work with the 16-18 year olds – a target group for the TP strategy.  There were introductory  presentations from Health, Education and the Care Leaving Team, followed by a 2 hour workshop.  The highlight of the event was the sexual health bingo – thanks to Andrew Smith – which encouraged all colleges and training providers to work towards ensuring development of 10 key initiatives in their establishments, these being:

· A confidentiality policy and Sex & Relationships Education (SRE) policy

· Being a member of the local SRE forum

· Staff training on Sex and Relationships Education issues

· Operating GET IT ON (condom distribution scheme)

· Access to Chlamydia Screening

· Access to pregnancy testing & emergency contraception

· A broad approach to sexuality which is inclusive and supports those who are lesbian/gay/bisexual/unsure of their sexuality

· Supporting National Campaigns linked with SRE

· Supporting young parents 

· Displaying posters in visible places that signpost young people to services

Thanks to all the presenters and facilitators on the day.  Follow up work will be undertaken with each college to offer support in developing SRE.

Healthy Start

The Healthy Start Scheme rolled out nationally on 27th November following a pilot in Devon and Cornwall.  It replaces the Welfare Food Scheme.

So how is it different?

· As well as being able to buy milk and infant formula, the scheme also extends to buying fresh fruit and vegetables.  Free vitamin supplements will remain an important part of the new scheme.

· The key difference for the teenage pregnancy agenda is that the scheme is open to all pregnant women under the age of 18

More information:

Midwives and Health Visitors on the mailing lists of the Royal College of Midwives and Community Practitioners and Health Visitors’ Association have been mailed an information pack.  The pack is also available to order directly from the DH orderline on 08701 555 455 (reference HS55) or from the Healthy Start website www.healthystart.nhs.uk R U Thinking website www.ruthinking.co.uk Sexwise on 0800 282930 and NHS Direct on 0845 4647.
Local Services Information

In the next 2-3 weeks, the HTPP office will be updating its information on all young people’s advice and sexual health services in time for the Christmas period.  As usual, emails will be sent and telephone messages left for many of you.  Please help us by ensuring a speedy response.  It is particularly important that young people are given accurate information if they contact any of the above and we rely on many of you to let us know if services change eg, opening times, changes of telephone numbers, changes of pharmacies offering free emergency contraception to young women.  Please remind young people that they can obtain up to date information from:

www.ruthinking.co.uk 

Sexwise  Tel:  0800 282930
NHS Direct Tel:  0845 4647
It is particularly important that young women or practitioner supporting the young woman telephone a pharmacy prior to making a journey for emergency hormonal contraception.  If the trained pharmacist is not there (at lunch, day off) the EHC will not be able to be dispensed free of charge.  In situations such as these the pharmacy concerned should be able to give information about the next nearest participating pharmacy.
Confidentiality policies and schools

All schools in Hampshire have been sent copies of Hampshire guide to writing a confidentiality policy.  The pack also includes a CD rom and training materials.  Copies of the guidance (only) are available to practitioners – please contact the teenage pregnancy office on 023 8061 4179

Further Governor training has been arranged for January and February 2007.

The teenage pregnancy office would

like to take this early opportunity to

wish you all a very Happy Christmas

and all the very best for 2007
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